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1 Réamhra an Chathaoirligh
Cathaoirleach’s foreword

MAR CHATHAOIRLEACH AR Chomhairle
Contae Dhun na nGall, is mian liom fiilte a chur
roimh Straitéis Chultdir agus Chruthaitheachta
Dhuin na nGall, 2018—2022.

Forbraiodh an straitéis seo tar éis
combhairliuchan fairsing poibli. T4 sé ceadaithe
ag an Choiste um Beartais Straitéiseacha agus
ina dhiaidh sin ag an Chomhairle iomlan. Da
bhri sin, tacaimse agus na Comhaltai Tofa uile,
le seachadadh na straitéise seo ag an Chombhairle
i gcomhphairtiocht le heagraiochtai, pobail
agus daoine aonair eile i réimsi amhail an
cultur, an chruthaitheacht, an t-oideachas, an
turasoéireacht agus an gno.

I m’aitheasc tionscnaimh, tharraing mé
aird ar réimsi a gcreidim ina leith gur féidir
agus gur choir tacaiocht a thabhairt déibh. Ina
measc siad, diriodh obair lenar gcomharsana
is congarai maidir le cur chuige Réigiin an
Iarthuaiscirt i leith na forbartha. T4 mé sasta go
bhfuil caidreamh laidir oibre ann idir meitheal
cultuir Chomhairle Contae Dhtin na nGall agus
Combhairle Chathair Dhoire agus Cheantar an
tSratha Bain agus gur ceann de ghniomhartha
2018 é comhthionscadal piolétach um fhorbairt
lucht éisteachta/féachana arb ¢ is aidhm leis
staidéar Eorpach a dhéanamh amach anseo i
gcomhar le comhphdirtithe breise. Tharraing
mé aird i m’aitheasc chomh maith ar ar ndaoine
failteacha, ar ar dtranna aille, agus ar ar
laithreacha stairitila den chéad scoth.

Gné eile ar tarraingiodh aird air na flairse
an chultdir shaibhir 6 thaobh na hoidhreachta,
na teanga agus an cheoil thraidisitnta, rud
a chreidim ata mar ghné uathdil diolachain
ag Dun na nGall. Agus an méid sin ceoltoiri
cumasacha dititla againn, creidim go bhfuil an
deis ag Dun na nGall Colaiste Sarmhaitheasa sa
cheol traidisiinta a bhunt a d’théadfadh daoine
a mhealladh 6 gach cearn den domhan.

Déanfaidh Meitheal Cultuir aitiuil Eire

S CATHAOIRLEACH OF Donegal

County Council, I welcome the

Donegal Culture and Creativity
Strategy 2018 — 2022.

The Strategy has been developed
following extensive public consultation. It was
endorsed by the Strategic Policy Committee
and subsequently by full Council. Hence, I
and all the Elected Members, support the
Council’s delivery of this strategy in partnership
with other organisations, communities and
individuals in areas such as culture, creativity,
education, tourism and business.

In my inaugural speech, I highlighted areas
I believe could and should be supported. These
included working with our near neighbours on
a North West Region approach to development.
Iam pleased the working relationship between
the culture staff of Donegal County Council
and Derry City & Strabane District Council is
strong and that one of the 2018 actions is a joint
pilot audience development project, with a
view to a future European study with additional
partners. Also highlighted in my speech was our
welcoming people, our fantastic beaches, and
our outstanding historical sites.

A further highlight mentioned is our rich
abundance of culture in terms of heritage,
language and traditional music which I believe
to be Donegal’s unique selling point. With so

many talented local musicians, I believe Donegal

has an opportunity to establish a College of
Excellence in traditional music which could
attract people from all over the world.

The local Creative Ireland Culture Team
will co-ordinate the delivery of this Culture
and Creativity Strategy. This team includes the
Culture Divisional Manager, Senior Executive
Librarians, the Arts Officer, the Regional
Cultural Centre Director, the Museum Curator,
the Archivist, and the Heritage Officer, all of
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Ildanach comhorda ar sheachadadh na Straitéise
Cultuir agus Cruthaitheachta seo. Ar an
fhoireann sin ta Bainisteoir na Rannéige Cultdir,
Leabharlannaithe Feidhmituchain Sinsearacha,
an tOifigeach Ealaion, Stitrthdir an Ionaid
Cultuir Réigitnaigh, Coimeadai an Mhuasaeim,
an Cartlannai, agus an tOifigeach Oidhreachta,
agus ta gach duine acu ina mbaill de Rannég
Culttir na Combhairle. Théinig an Oifig Fiontair
Aititil (OFA) le chéile leis an Chomhairle le
déanai agus oibrionn sé chun tact le fiontraithe
cruthaitheacha trid an chlar dar teideal An Césta
Cruthaitheach. Déanfaidh Tionscadal Diaspdra
Dhun na nGall, faoi cheannas an OFA, ceangal
leis an chlér Eire Ild4anach. Ina dteannta siud,

ta it ag Oifig Scanndnaiochta na Comhairle,

ag Oifigeach Forbartha na Gaeilge agus ag an
Oifigeach Caomhantais ar an Mheitheal Culttir,
a bhfuil an Stidrthoir Seirbhise, Joe Peoples, i
gceannas uirthi.

The Unthanks 6n tsraith RCC
Live 2007-2017

Grianghraf: John Soffe

The Unthanks from RCC Live
2007-2017
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whom are part of the Council’s Culture Division.
The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) recently
joined the Council and works to support
creative entrepreneurs through the Creative
Coast programme. The Donegal Diaspora
Project, led by the LEO, will also connect with
Creative Ireland. The Council’s Film Office is
also represented on the team with the Oifigeach
Forbartha Gaeilge and the Conservation Officer
completing the Culture Team, which is led by
Director of Service Joe Peoples.
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Ta Dun na nGall baite sa chulttr agus sa
chruthaitheacht. Is féidir an léirit cultartha

a bheith inlaimhsithe n6 dolaimhsithe

agus is féidir teacht air san ealain charraige
réambhstairitil, i gciorcail liag, sna taibhealaiona
agus sna hamharc-ealaiona, san ailtireacht,

sa litriocht, i scannain agus sna tionscail
chruthaitheacha. Cuireann ar gcultur saolta
agus neamhshaolta ar luachanna, ar gcreidimh
agus ar mianta mar phobal in idal. Cuireann sé

ar mbraistint féiniulachta agus ar n-6mos aite

in ial agus fionn sé daoine agus diteanna ina
chéile. Is préisis idirghniomhacha iad an cultar
agus an chruthaitheacht agus cuirtear in iul iad
trinar dtirdhreacha fisicitla agus culttrtha agus
i struchtdr agus i stil mhaireachtala ar sochai. In
éineacht leis an acmhainn dhothomhaiste seo
ta freagracht i geeist 6 thaobh i a bhainistiy, a
chosaint agus a chur chun cinn, a chotht, agus
a todhchai a chinntiq, tri dheiseanna a chrutha
agus a thapy, gan aon bhaic chun srian a chur ar
an chruthaitheacht agus ar an tsamhlaiocht ar
nithe iad sin a bhfuil clt orainn mar gheall orthu
ar fud an domhain.

Ta suil agam go mbeidh an 1éiritt amach
anseo chombh huaillmhianach agus chomh
samhlaioch céanna agus nil aon amhras ach
go ndéanfaidh an tionscnamh Eire Ilddnach
tuilleadh forbartha ar an timpeallacht trinar
féidir rath a theacht ar an chultdr agus ar an
chruthaitheacht i nDun na nGall.

Donegal is steeped in culture and creativity.
Cultural expression can be tangible and
intangible and can be found in prehistoric rock
art, stone circles, performance and visual arts,
architecture, literature, film and the creative
industries. Our material and non-material
culture communicates our values, beliefs and
aspirations as a society. It informs our sense
of identity and sense of place and intertwines
people and place. Culture and creativity are
dynamic processes that receive expression in
our physical and cultural landscapes and in
the structure and way-of-life of our society.
This immeasurable resource brings with
it a responsibility to manage, protect and
promote, to nurture, and to ensure its future,
with opportunities created and taken up,
with no barriers to restrain the creativity and
imagination for which we are world renowned.
I hope future expression will be equally
ambitious and imaginative and have no doubt
the Creative Ireland initiative will further
develop the environment within which culture
and creativity can flourish in Donegal.

C‘gwxl\*" \r/\cm\ﬁg

Cllr Gerry McMonagle
Cathaoirleach
Donegal County Council
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An Chathaoir Scéalaiochta i
Leabharlann Phobail Bhealach
Féich/Shrath an Urlair
Grianghraf: Paul McGuckin
The Storytelling Chair in Twin
Towns Community Library
Photograph: Paul McGuckin
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2 Réamhra an Priomhfheidhmeannaigh
Chief Executive’s Foreword

TA BONN DAINGEAN faoi infheistia
Chombhairle Contae Dhin na nGall sa chultar
agus sa chruthaitheacht. Ceapadh an chéad
Leabharlannai Contae sa bhliain 1922 agus 6
shin i leith t4 forbairt déanta ag an Chombhairle
ar a shaineolas gairmiil faoi na hEalaiona agus
faoin Oidhreacht, agus ar a shaineolas faoi
leabharlanna poibli. Tugtar tacaiocht chomh

Scannanaiochta agus do Ranndg na Gaeilge.

Ta cuid mhor tionscadal morscala seachadta

ag an Chombhairle, lena n-airitear Inspiring
Readers, Lamha na Staire agus HeriCoast atd ar
sitl faoi lathair. Sna pleananna straitéiseacha
Culttir: Fis Straitéiseach do Sheirbhisi Culttiir 2016—2020
agus Din na nGall Cruthaitheach: Plean Straitéiseach
Gniomhaiochta don Fhiontraiocht Chruthaitheach

i nDiin na nGall (2015), in éineacht le Plean
Oidhreachta Chontae Dhin na nGall, leagtar
amach treo straitéiseach na Combhairle ar treo é
at4 ag teacht leis na chuiig choltn de chuid Eire
Ildanach.

Creideann an Chombhairle gur gealltanas
i dtreo an contae a bheith nios slaintitla, nios
sasta, nios saibhre agus nios rathula é nuair a
dhéantar infheistit sna healaiona, sa chultur,
san oidhreacht agus sa teanga. Faoi 2020, ta
muid ag iarraidh go laidreofai cail Dhin na nGall
mar cheannaire sa chultdr trinar ngealltanas i
leith é a thorbairt.

Thainig forbairt iontach ar infreastruchtur
cultair an Chontae faoi tinéireacht an phobail
le 35 bliana anuas. Le tuilleadh infheistiochta
breise 6n Roinn Cultuir, Oidhreachta agus
Gaeltachta trid an Sruth Caipitil Ealaion agus
Cultuir, in éineacht le hinfheistia 6 Chomhairle
Contae Dhun na nGall, cumaséfar forbairt
agus nua-aoisit roinnt de na haiseanna seo
sna blianta ata le teacht agus feabhsofar an
t-eispéireas do thaibheoiri agus don lucht
éisteachta/féachana araon.

ONEGAL COUNTY COUNCIL’S

investment in culture and creativity is

firmly established. The first County
Librarian was appointed in 1922 and since then
the Council has developed its professional
expertise in Arts and Heritage as well as in
public libraries. Also supported are the Local
Enterprise Office, the Film Office and Rannég
na Gaeilge. The Council has also delivered
numerous large scale projects including Inspiring
Readers, Hands of History and currently HeriCoast.
The strategic plans Culttir: A Strategic Vision for
Cultural Services 2016 — 2020 and Creative Donegal: A
Strategic Action Plan for Creative Entrepreneurship in
Donegal (2015), along with the County Donegal
Heritage Plan, set out the Council’s strategic
direction which is complementary to the five
pillars of Creative Ireland.

The Council believes that to invest in
arts, culture, heritage and language is a
commitment to a healthier, more fulfilled,
prosperous, successful county. By 2020, we
want Donegal’s reputation as a leader in culture
to be strengthened by our commitment to its
development.

The County’s publicly owned cultural
infrastructure has developed remarkably over
the past 35 years. Additional further investment
by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional,
Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs through the Arts
& Culture Capital Stream, along with Donegal
County Council, will enable several of these
facilities to develop and modernise in the
coming years and will enhance the experience
for performers and audiences alike.

International, national and local funding
streams are an essential element of delivering
on Donegal’s culture and creativity plans,
including those set out in this Creative Ireland
programme. The streamlining of policy is
a further essential element of creating a

CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME

Ta sruthanna maoinithe idirnaisianta,
naisiunta agus aitiail ina gcuid riachtanach
de sheachadadh a dhéanambh ar phleananna
culttir agus cruthaitheachta Dhin na nGall,
lena n-iritear iad sitd até leagtha amach sa
clar seo Eire Ildanach. T4 sruthlinit polasai
ina chuid riachtanach den obair a ghabhann
le timpeallacht inbhuanaithe a chrutht don
chulttr agus don chruthaitheacht. Ta foram
cruthaithe ag Eire Ilddnach ina bhféadtar
diospoireacht, plé agus cinnti a dhéanamh.

Ta sé beartaithe go mbeidh an 1éiria a
dhéanfar amach anseo ar ar gculttr agus ar ar
gcruthaitheacht chomh huaillmhianach agus
chomh samhlaioch is a bhi sé go dti seo. Ta an
cultir mar dhlathchuid dar bhféinitlacht i nDan
na nGall. Is trid an chulttr a dhéanann muid
léirit agus ceilitradh ar cé muid mar phobal
ilchinealach, traidisiinta agus nua-aimseartha.
Is cultdr ar leith amach is amach é cultir Dhin
na nGall. Mar a duirt Stitrthoir na Combhairle
Ealaion ag seoladh an chlair chomortha
10 mbliana de chuid an Ionaid Chultartha
Réigitinaigh i mi Iail seo caite “td muid inar
gconai i gcontae ata lan foinn chruthaithigh”.

Cuireann an Chombhairle an-fhailte roimh
an tionscnamh Eire Ilddnach, rud a chuideoidh
leis an Chombhairle tuilleadh forbartha a
dhéanambh ar an timpeallacht inar féidir leis an
chultar agus leis an chruthaitheacht leandint
lena rath agus leantint le tacaiocht a thabhairt
don thorbairt chultirtha, shoisialta agus
gheilleagrach i nDtGn na nGall.

DONEGAL

sustainable environment for culture and
creativity. Creative Ireland has created a forum
within which debate, discussion and decisions
can be enabled.

It is intended that the future expression of
our culture and creativity will be as ambitious
and imaginative as it has been to date. Culture is
a part of who we are in Donegal. Through it we
express and celebrate who we are as a diverse,
traditional and modern people. Donegal culture
strikes a unique beat. To quote the Director
of the Arts Council at the Regional Cultural
Centre’s 10 year anniversary programme launch
at the Regional Cultural Centre last July “we live
in a county imbued with a creative impulse”.

The Council very much welcomes the
Creative Ireland initiative which will help the
Council to further develop the environment
within which culture and creativity can continue
to flourish and continue to support cultural,
social and economic development in Donegal.

7T

Seamus Neely
Chief Executive
Donegal County Council



An Cultar agus an Chruthaitheacht
i gContae an Dhun na nGall
Culture and Creativity in Donegal

TA OIDHREACHT LUACHMHAR cultuir ag
Dun na nGall ina n-airitear seandalaiocht,
bailiichdin mhisaeim agus chartlainne,
ailtireacht, teanga agus litriocht, chomh maith
le culttr comhaimseartha beoga sna healaiona
fiseacha i réimsi na scannanaiochta, na
dtaibhealaion agus na bhfféilte. Tugtar achoimre
san aiste seo ar thairsinge agus ar dhoimhneacht
an chultdir agus na cruthaitheachta san am

ata caite agus san am atd ann inniu, rud

a chruthaionn ardan laidir don am ata le

teacht, agus a leagann amach an timpeallacht
dhinimicidil agus shiorathraitheach inar

féidir rath a theacht ar an chultar agus ar
thuairisciuil seo ar na réimsi is mé a bhaineann
le habhar chlar Eire Ildanach agus t4 ailt ghearra
ann faoin infreastruchtur, faoin oidhreacht,
faoin stair, faoin litriocht, faoi na taibhealaiona,
faoi na hamharc-ealaiona, faoin cheardaiocht,
faoi scannain, faoi na medin dhigiteacha agus
faoi théilte.

Ta forbairt shuntasach tagtha ar
infreastruchtur cultirtha an chontae le 30 bliain
anuas. T4 diseanna faoi tinéireacht an phobail
ann amhail Mtsaem Chontae Dhtin na nGall,
An Dun Riabhach, Teach agus Gailearai Ghléibe,
Tonad Ealaion na Mainistreach, Amharclann
an Ghrianain, Ionad Cultdrtha Réigitinach,
Ambharclann Ghaoth Dobhair, Cartlanna
Chontae Dhin na nGall, agus an Larleabharlann
(agus lionra leabharlann nua ar fud an Chontae),
atd ag obair i gcomhar le lionra diseanna
neamhspleicha agus a d’thorbair an pobal,
ambhail Ionad Ealaion Bhalor, An Gailearai,

An tSean- Bheairic, Teach na mBocht i nDan
Fionnachaidh, Mtusaem Muiri Inis Eoghain,
An Chrannég, Ionad Cois Locha, Aislann Chill
Chartha, agus aiseanna eile nach iad.

Cruthaionn ar n-oidhreacht 6mos aite,
athdhearbhaionn si &r mbraistint féinitlachta,
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OUNTY DONEGAL SHARES arich

cultural heritage of archaeology,

museum and archival collections,
architecture, language and literature, with a
vibrant contemporary culture of visual arts, film,
performing arts and festivals. This essay outlines
the breadth and depth of Donegal’s cultural and
creative past and present, which creates a strong
platform for the future, and which outlines the
dynamic and constantly evolving environment
within which local culture and creativity can
thrive. The descriptive essay focuses on the areas
most relevant to the Creative Ireland programme
and includes short pieces on infrastructure,
heritage, history, literature, performing arts,
visual arts, crafts, film, digital media and
festivals.

The county’s cultural infrastructure has
developed significantly over the past 30 years.
Publicly owned facilities such as Donegal
County Museum, Fort Dunree, Glebe House and
Gallery, Abbey Arts Centre, An Grianan Theatre,
Regional Cultural Centre, Amharclann Ghaoth
Dobhair, Donegal County Archives, and Central
Library (and a network of new libraries across
the County), work in-tandem with a network
of independent and community developed
facilities such as Balor Arts Centre, An Gailearai,
An tSean Bheairic, Dunfanaghy Workhouse,
Inishowen Maritime Museum, An Crannog,
Ionad Cois Locha, Aislann Chill Chartha, and
others.

Our heritage creates a sense of place,
reaffirms our sense of identity, reinforces the
character of our towns and villages, inspires
our artists, invokes our diaspora and engages
people of all ages. Donegal is home to one of the
largest concentrations of vernacular buildings in
Ireland. Formal architecture receives expression
in the streetscapes of towns and villages,
industrial heritage and estate houses. Despite

CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME

atreisionn si carachtar ar mbailte agus ar
sraidbhailte, spreagann si ar n-ealaiontoiri,
spreagann si ar ndiaspora, agus meallann

si daoine de gach aois. T4 an dlas is mé
foirgneamh duchasach in Eirinn ann i nDan
na nGall. Cuirtear an ailtireacht fhoirmitil

in itl i sraid-dreacha na mbailte agus na
sraidbhailte, san oidhreacht thionsclaioch agus
i dtithe eastait. In ainneoin briinna leantinacha
forbartha, ta tirdhreacha cumhachtacha
inaitheanta f6s ann, amhail Cnoc Fola agus

a bhallai aonair, eibhir, cloiche singile. Faoin
talamh, os cionn na talin agus faoin uisce, ta
os cionn 3,400 séadchomhartha seandélaiochta
aitheanta a thugann chun cuimhne ar
bhealach follasach an sochai agus modhanna
maireachtala a bhi ann romhainn. Is fianaise
iad an fhldirse gnathog agus speiceas fiadhulra
sa chontae ar chailiocht thirdhreach fisiceach
Dhun na nGall, go héirithe sna 46 Limistéar
faoi Chaomhnt Speisialta, sna 26 Limistéar
faoi Chosaint Speisialta, sna 14 Limistéar
Oidhreacht Nadurtha, sa 1o nAnaclann Dulra,
sa 6 Thearmann Eanlaithe Fidine, sa 4 lathair
bogaigh Ramsar, agus i bPairc Naisitinta
Ghleann Bheatha. Taobh istigh agus taobh
amuigh de na limistéir seo, cuireann an
oidhreacht naddrtha le fiantas an tirdhreacha
s’againn, Sli an Atlantaigh Fhidin, agus is é ata
mar bhonn don aitheantas a fuair an contae

in 2017 6n National Geographic mar an it is
cualailte ar domhan.

Is fianaise ar stair Dhtiin na nGall é an
oidhreacht inlaimhsithe agus dholaimhsithe ata
mar oidhreacht chultartha ag an Chontae. Bhi
tionchar ag Colmcille agus ag na Ceithre Maistri
ar chursa na staire, ni amhain i nDan na nGall,
ach san Eoraip chomh maith. Bhi tionchar
buan ag Imeacht na nlarlai agus ag Plandail
Uladh ar thirdhreach agus ar thraidisitin an
Chontae. Bhi Din na nGall ar this cadhnaiochta
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sustained development pressures, evocative and
signature landscapes such as Bloody Foreland
with its single, granite dry-stone walls survive.
Below ground, above ground and underwater,
over 3,400 known archaeological monuments
are a tangible reminder of past societies and
ways-of-life. The abundance of wildlife habitats
and species in the county testify to the quality of
Donegal’s physical landscape not least of all in
the 46 Special Areas of Conservation, 26 Special
Protection Areas, 14 Natural Heritage Areas,

10 Nature Reserves, 6 Wildfowl Sanctuaries, 4
Ramsar wetland sites and Glenveagh National
Park. Within and outside these areas, the natural
heritage provides a wildness to the character of
our landscape, the Wild Atlantic Way and forms
the basis of the county’s recognition in 2017

as National Geographic’s coolest place on the
planet.

The history of Donegal is evidenced by the
wealth of tangible and intangible heritage which
forms the cultural inheritance of the County.
Colmcille and the Four Masters influenced the
course of history not just in Donegal but within
Europe. The impact of the Flight of the Earls
and the Ulster Plantation has had lasting impact
on the landscape and traditions of the County.
Donegal was in the forefront of the Irish Cultural
Revival, while the legacy of both emigration and
partition can still be witnessed today.

Archaeological sites, buildings, artefacts,
archives and cultural traditions bear testimony
to Donegal’s rich and varied past and are
preserved and promoted through the hard work
and dedication of a wide variety of community
and state organisations throughout the region.
The County Donegal Historical Society has
worked to preserve and record the history of
the County since 1946 and throughout Donegal
other local history groups are actively engaged
in the promotion of their local heritage and
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in Athbheochan Chulttrtha na hEireann,
agus is féidir oidhreacht na himirce agus na
criochdheighilte a theiceail go f6ill inniu.

Is fianaise iad laithreain seandalaiochta,
foirgnimh, déantdin, cartlanna agus traidisidin
chultdrtha ar stair shaibhir ilghnéitheach Dhin
na nGall agus déantar iad a chaomhnt agus a
chur chun cinn tri obair chrua agus tri dhiograis
raon leathan eagraiochtai pobail agus Stait ar
Staire Chontae Dhun na nGall chun caomhnt
agus taifeadadh a dhéanambh ar stair an Chontae
0 1946, in diteanna ar fud Dhtn na nGall ta
grupai aititla eile staire gniomhach i mbun cur
chun cinn a dhéanambh ar a n-oidhreacht agus ar
oidhreachta ann a oibrionn lena bpobail aititla
chun an stair agus cultdr dbhartha a nduichi féin
a chosaint.

Oibrionn Muisaem Chontae Dhin na nGall
chun caomhnu agus ceiliiradh a dhéanambh ar
chuimhne phobail an chontae tri dhéantdin a
bhaineann le stair Dhtin na nGall a bhailig, a
thaifeadadh agus a léirmhiniu. Is é freagracht
na Seirbhise Cartlainne na abhair chartlainne
a bhaineann le stair agus cultar uathuil an
Chontae a chaomhnt, a fhail agus a dhéanamh
inrochtana. Eagraionn na Seirbhisi Misaeim
agus Cartlainne raon leathan taispeantas
agus imeachtai i rith na bliana, chomh maith
le seirbhisi for-rochtana a sholathar, amhail
ceardlanna scoile, pacaisti oideachais, seisitin
athchuimhne agus léachtai.

T4 traidisitn laidir litriochta i nDan
na nGall, i mBéarla agus i nGaeilge. Téann
scribhneoiri Dhtn na nGall siar chuig na
hamanna taifeadta is luaithe, agus d’théadfai
ara gurb é Colmcille an phearsa liteartha
is luaithe i stair an Chontae. Ba phearsa
thabhachtach liteartha é Micheal O Cléirigh
a raibh ionchur mor aige in Anndla na gCeithre
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culture. There is also a network of museums
and heritage centres who work with their local
communities to safeguard the history and
material culture of their own localities.

Donegal County Museum works to preserve
and celebrate the communal memory of the
county by collecting, recording and interpreting
artefacts related to the history of Donegal. The
remit of the Archives Service is to preserve,
acquire and make accessible archives relating
to the County’s unique history and culture. The
Museum and Archives Services organise a wide
variety of exhibitions and events throughout
the year as well as providing outreach services
such as schools workshops, educational packs,
reminiscence sessions and lectures.

Donegal is home to a rich literary tradition,
in both English and Irish. Donegal writers go
back to the very earliest recorded times with
Colmcille arguably the earliest literary figure
in the County’s history. Micheal O Cléirigh
was a key literary figure who contributed
significantly to the The Annals of The Four Masters.
Poets William Allingham of Ballyshannon and
Frances Browne of Stranorlar were both leading
lights of the 1gth century English literary scene
and an annual Allingham Festival takes place
in Ballyshannon in November. Biographical
writings, in both languages, are prevalent in the
modern manifestations of the tradition, most
notably, Mici Mac Gabhann and Seosamh Mac
Grianna in the Irish language, and the writings
of Patrick MacGill and of Peadar O’Donnell
in English. Both MacGill and O’Donnell are
celebrated in annual events. Donegal County
Council’s Damhann an Ghleanna, the home of
poet Cathal O Searcaigh, serves as a focus for
writing in the Irish language.

Donegal has had a public library service
for 95 years. While the service has changed
dramatically from the first branch in Lifford
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Maistri. Ba réaltai mora i saol liteartha Béarla an
190 Céad iad na fili William Allingham as Béal
Atha Seanaidh agus Frances Browne as Srath an
Urlair, agus reachtailtear Féile Allingham i mi
na Samhna gach bliain i mBéal Atha Seanaidh.
Ta scribhneoireacht bheathaisnéiseach, sa da
theanga, an-choitianta i léiri nua-aimseartha
an traidisitin, go hairithe Mici Mac Gabhann
agus Seosamh Mac Grianna sa Ghaeilge, agus
saothair Patrick MacGill agus Peadar O’'Donnell
sa Bhéarla. Déantar ceiliiradh ar MacGill agus ar
O’Donnell ag imeachtai bliantula. TA DaAmhlann
an Ghleanna ann, ar le Comhairle Contae Dhin
na nGall é agus arb é baile an fhile Cathal O
Searcaigh é, agus feidhmionn sé mar fhocas don
scribhneoireacht sa Ghaeilge.

T4 seirbhis leabharlainne poibli ag Dun
na nGall le g5 bliana anuas. Cé go bhfuil athra
suntasach tagtha ar an tseirbhis 6 osclaiodh an
chéad bhrainse i Leifear in 1922, ta leabharlanna
fos go mor i lar an aonaigh i gcés ceiliaradh ar
agus naisianta. Spas cultartha atd iontu, ait
chruinnithe do dhaoine agus smaointe, ina
geruthaitear deiseanna chun saol an phobail
a theabhst, agus ta siad ar oscailt agus
inrochtana do chach. Is bealach iad chun usaid
chruthaitheach a bhaint as am foilliochta
trid an léitheoireacht agus chun paisean a
fhorbairt don léitheoireacht agus don tuiscint
ar an litriocht, chomh maith le rochtain ar
na healaiontoéiri a chur chun cinn. Is taca iad
leabharlanna do chomhchuimhne Dhtin na
nGall agus ta bailitichan thart ar 65,000 itim ann
sa Larleabharlann, agus, chomh maith leis sin,
ta bailitchain nios It ann i leabharlanna brainse
ar fud an chontae. T4 an bailitchan staire, stair
an dulra, seandalaiochta, oidhreachta agus
culttir seo faoi Léann Dhun na nGall 4 chur le
chéile thar achar blianta fada agus ta sé ag fas go
leantinach gach bliain. Is éard ata sa leabharlann
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in 1922, libraries are still a major focus for the
celebration of local and national culture and
creativity. They are a cultural space, a meeting
place for both people and ideas, creating
opportunities to enhance community life, open
and accessible to all. They provide an outlet
for the creative use of leisure time through
reading and developing a passion for reading
and literary appreciation, as well as promoting
access to the arts. Libraries also support the
collective memory of Donegal with a collection
of circa 65,000 items housed at the Central
Library, and with smaller collections in branch
libraries across the county. This Donegal
Studies collection of history, natural history,
archaeology, heritage and culture has been built
up over the decades and continues to grow each
year. The library is a repository of works by
many medieval and early modern writers of note
such as John Colgan from Carndonagh whose
works Acta Sanctorum and Triadas Thaumaturgae
Acta published in the 17th century are the oldest
books in the collection. Through the Libraries
Ireland network, Donegal libraries provide a
single access to over 15 million items of stock in
over 330 library branches across the country. The
library service also provides free access to library
members to a huge range of online resources.
Donegal is home to a performing arts
sector which enjoys national and international
recognition. The county is especially strong
in the areas of theatre, music and spectacle.
Donegal is implicitly associated with the plays
of Frank McGuinness and the late Brian Friel,
whose works have been performed on stages
throughout the world. An Grianan Theatre
Letterkenny opened in 199g is the county’s
leading performing arts venue and drama
producing house. It enjoyed a strong association
with Brian Friel and has produced many of his
best loved plays, including Translations, Dancing
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n4 stor saothar le moéran scribhneoiri suntasacha
meanaoiseacha agus nua-aoise luaithe, amhail
John Colgan as Carn Domhnach a bhfuil a chuid
saothar Acta Sanctorum agus Triadas Thaumaturgae
Acta, a foilsiodh sa 171 haois, ar na leabhair is
sine sa bhailitichan. Trid an lionra Leabharlanna
Eireann, cuireann leabharlanna Dhun na nGall
rochtain aonair ar fail ar 15 mhilliun itim stoic

i mbreis agus 330 brainse leabharlainne ar fud
na tire. Cuireann an tseirbhis leabharlainne
rochtain saor in aisce ar fail do bhaill
leabharlann ar réimse ollmhoér acmhainni ar
line.

T4 earnail taibhealaion ann i nDtn nGall a
bhfuil aitheantas naisitinta agus idirnaisitinta
faighte aici. T4 an contae an-laidir go hairithe i
réimsi na hamharclannaiochta, an cheoil agus
na dtaispeantas. Ta Din na nGall ceangailte
go daingean le dramai Frank McGuinness agus
Brian Friel, nach maireann, ar scribhneoiri iad a
bhfuil 1éirit déanta ar a gcuid saothar ar staitsi
ar fud an domhain. Osclaiodh Amharclann
an Ghriandin i Leitir Ceanainn in 1999 agus is
é an priomhionad taibhealaion agus léirithe
dramai sa chontae é. Bhi baint laidir aige le
Brian Friel agus t4 méran da dhramai is mo
toir léirithe ann, lena n-airitear Translations,
Dancing at Lughnasa agus Aristocrats. [ measc
na gcomplachtai eile ata bunaithe i nDdn na
nGall, agus a bhfuil se6nna amharclainne 4
léirit ar bhonn gairmiuil agus leathghairmiil
acu, ta Balor Rep Theatre, Workhouse Theatre
agus Dark Daughter Productions. TA méran
grupai dramaiochta rathtla pobail agus grapai
dramaiochta rathila Gaeilge ann sa chontae le
fada an la.

Ta baint shonrach ag Din na nGall, in
Eirinn agus thar lear, le traidisitin briomhar
sainiuil ceoil, amhranaiochta agus damhsa.
Mar gheall ar an phoibliocht idirnaisitinta a
thaigheann taibheoiri Dhin na nGall amhail
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at Lughnasa and Aristocrats. Other Donegal-
based companies, producing theatre shows

on a professional and semi-professional basis,
include the Balor Rep Theatre, Workhouse
Theatre and Dark Daughter Productions. There
are many long established and successful
community drama groups and Irish drama
groups in the county.

Donegal is intrinsically associated, at
home and abroad, with a vibrant and distinctive
tradition of music, song and dance. The
international exposure afforded to Donegal
artists such as Clannad, Enya, Daniel O’Donnell
and Altan, as well as to others with strong
Donegal connections — Maighréad, Triona and
the late Micheal O Démhnaill, Donal Lunny,
Paddy Glackin and Na Casadaigh — has focused
much attention on the traditional music and
song of the county. The commercial success of
the county’s leading musicians and singers owes
much to its rich heritage of traditional music.
Traditional song from the Donegal Gaeltacht
has developed a particularly strong reputation.

Raidié na Gaeltachta and Ealain na
Gaeltachta continue to provide vital support to
Irish language traditional song, while facilities
such as An Crannog in Gaoth Dobhair and
An tSean Bheairic ar an An Fhél Carrach have
become focal points for the ongoing promotion
of the tradition. A strong network of branches
of Comhaltas Cheoltoiri Eireann throughout
the county, promote all aspects of the music,
song and dance tradition, through education
programmes and the provision of performance
opportunities by way of céilis, fleadhanna
and regular monthly seisitinacha. Cairdeas na
bhFidiléiri (the Donegal Fiddlers Association)
has played a vital role since its inception in the
early 1980s, in the support and promotion of
fiddle playing in the Donegal tradition.
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Clannad, Enya, Daniel O’Donnell agus Altan,
agus taibheoiri eile a bhfuil ceangail laidre acu
le Din na nGall — Maighréad agus Triona Ni
Dhémhnaill, agus Micheal O Domhnaill, nach
maireann, Dénal Lunny, Paddy Glackin agus Na
Casaidigh — tugadh moéran airde ar cheol agus
ar amhranaiocht thraidisiunta an chontae. Is de
bharr oidhreacht shaibhir an cheoil thraidisianta
ata an oiread ratha trachtala ar na ceoltoiri
agus ar na hamhranaithe is mo chun tosaigh
sa chontae. Ta clt speisialta laidir forbartha ag
amhranaiocht thraidisitinta Ghaeltacht Dhun na
nGall.

T4 Raidié na Gaeltachta agus Ealain
na Gaeltachta ag leantint de thacaiocht
rithabhachtach a chur ar fail don amhranaiocht
thraidisitinta Ghaeilge, agus ta diseanna ambhail
An Chrannég i nGaoth Dobhair agus an tSean-
Bheairic ar an Fhal Charrach i gcroilar chur chun
cinn leantnach an traidisitin. T4 lionra laidir
brainsi de chuid Chomhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann
ann ar fud an chontae agus déanann siad gach
gné den traidisiun ceoil, amhranaiochta agus
dambhsa a chur chun cinn tri chlair oideachais
agus tri dheiseanna taibhitchain a chur ar fail ar
mhodh céilithe, fleAnna agus seisitin mhiosila
rialta. Bhi rol rithabhachtach ag Cairdeas na
bhFidiléiri 6 bunaiodh é go luath sna 1980i 6
thaobh tact le fidléireacht i dtraidisiin Dhin na
nGall agus cur chun cinn na fidléireachta sin.

Ta ceol Grnua ar chaighdean idirnaisiinta
4 chrutht sa chontae ag croighripa taibheoiri
ceoil nios 6ige até ag teacht chun cinn. T4 bunt
Chombhphairtiocht Oideachais Cheoil Dhin na
nGall (DMEP) ag BOO Dhun na nGall in 2005 ar
cheann de na forbairti ceoil is suntasai le blianta
beaga anuas. Cuireann DMEP teagasc iarscoile
ardchaighdedin uirlisi agus gutha ar fail do
bhreis agus 850 leanbh agus duine 6g ar fud an
chontae. T4 15 ghrtpa taibhitchdin san direamh
in DMEDP, lena n-airitear Ceolfhoireann Oige
Dhtin na nGall.
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New original music of an international standard
is being created in the county by a core of
emerging younger artists. The establishment
of the Donegal Music Education Partnership
(DMEP) by Donegal ETB in 2005 is one of the
most significant musical developments in
recent years. DMEP provide high quality, after
school instrumental and vocal tuition to over
850 children and young people throughout the
county. DMEP is also home to 15 performing
groups including the Donegal Youth Orchestra.

Donegal has been to the forefront in the
development of carnival arts and spectacle
in Ireland for the past 20 years. Inishowen
Carnival Group, the county’s longest established
company, has participated in the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in Dublin every year since 1995
while another Inishowen-based company, LUXe
Landscape Theatre, has created and presented
their distinctive and imaginative shows
throughout Ireland and overseas. The annual
Carnival Ballyshannon project (established 2001)
culminates in a large scale carnival street parade
involving up to 400 participants. Fidget Feet
presents Irish Aerial Dance Fest in Letterkenny
every summer.

County Donegal has a long and extensive
involvement in contemporary visual arts and
crafts. The County boasts a number of leading
public galleries, arts and crafts studios, and
a significant number of individual artists and
makers. Donegal has always been an attractive
location for artists. A key event was the arrival
of leading British painter Derek Hill in the
1950s and the subsequent development of the
Tory Island Painters and OPW operated Glebe
House and Gallery, Churchill. The main Arts
Council funded contemporary art gallery is the
Donegal County Council run Regional Cultural
Centre Letterkenny, opened in 2007. The County
Council has also operated a very successful
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Ta Dun na nGall chun tosaigh maidir le forbairt
na n-ealaion carnabhail agus na dtaispeantas in
Eirinn le 20 bliain anuas. T4 Gripa Carnabhail
Inis Eoghain, arb é an complacht is sine de
chuid an chontae é, tar éis pairt a ghlacadh i
ngach Paraid L4 Fhéile P4draig i mBaile Atha
Cliath 6 bhi 1995 ann, agus t4 complacht eile
ann at4 bunaithe in Inis Eoghain, is é sin, LUXe
Landscape Theatre, agus ata tar éis a sheénna
sainitla agus cruthaitheacha a chrutht agus

a léiria ar fud na hEireann agus thar lear. Mar
chrioch do tionscadal blianttil Charnabhal
Bhéal Atha Seanaidh (a bunaiodh in 2001) bionn
paraid mhor carnabhail srdideann agus suas

le 400 rannphairti ann. Cuireann Fidget Feet
Féile Damhsa Aerga na hEireann i lathair i Leitir
Ceanainn gach samhradh.

T4 baint ag Contae Dhtn na nGall leis na
hambharc-ealaiona comhaimseartha agus leis
an amharc-cheardaiocht chomhaimseartha le
fada an la. T4 sé le maiomh ag an Chontae go
bhfuil roinnt gailearaithe poibli, stitideonna
ealaion agus ceardaiochta, agus lion suntasach
ealaiontdiri agus déantdiri aonair ann ata
chun tosaigh ina réimse. Bhi Dtin na nGall i
geonai ina lathair tharraingteach d’ealaiontdiri.
Ba rud an-tabhachtach é teacht an mhor-
ealaiontdra Bhriotanaigh, Derek Hill, sna 19501
agus, ina dhiaidh sin, forbairt Theach agus
Gailearai Gléibe i Min an Labain ata 4 oibrit
ag Ealaiontoiri Oilean Thorai agus ag Oifig na
nOibreacha Poibli. Is é an priomhghailearai
ealaine comhaimseartha atd maoinithe ag an
Chombhairle Ealaion na an tlonad Cultartha
Réigitinach ata a rith ag Comhairle Contae Dhiin
na nGall i Leitir Ceanainn agus a osclaiodh in
2007. T4 clar an-rathuil ealaine poibli 4 reachtail
ag an Chombhairle Contae le blianta fada anuas
agus is mar thoradh air sin atd roinnt oibreacha
ealaine buana faoin aer ann sa Chontae. I measc
na ngailearaithe eile atd maoinithe go poibli
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public art programme in recent decades

that has resulted in a number of outdoor
permanent artworks around the County. Other
publicly funded galleries include An Gailearai,
Gaoth Dobhair and Artlink, Fort Dunree,
Inishowen. There is also an extensive number
of craft initiatives throughout the County
including Donegal Craft Village, Local Hands,
Ballyshannon and the Donegal Designer Makers
network.

The Local Enterprise Office works through
its Creative Coast programme to nurture
creative entrepreneurship in County Donegal.
It has developed clusters in Film and Digital,
Fashion and Textiles and Art and Illustration
and organised sector-specific training days for
cluster members. A new pilot programme called
Generate was launched in 2017 to foster business
development and job creation. The creative
industries played a lead role in the county’s
Enterprise Week and won three of the four
major awards at the Donegal County Enterprise
Awards in 2017. The Donegal Film Office acts as
the main resource for filmmakers in Donegal
and those who wish to film in Donegal from all
over the world. Established by Donegal County
Council in 2003 to promote the region and to
help develop the profile of the county, the Office
works in cooperation with Bord Scannan na
hEireann (Irish Film Board) to help filmmakers
to find locations, cast and crew, technical
services and local service providers. Most
recently, the Film Office supported the filming
of Star Wars:The Last Jedi at Malin Head, Ireland’s
most northerly point.

Donegal is home to a rich variety of
annual festivals, which are immensely popular
with local communities and visitors. Festivals
that enjoy national and international profiles
include Earagail Arts Festival, Patrick MacGill
Summer School, Sea Sessions, Rory Gallagher
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airitear An Gailearai, Gaoth Dobhair, agus
Artlink, An Dtn Riabhach, Inis Eoghain. Ta lion
fairsing tionscnamh ceardaiochta ann ar fud

an Chontae freisin, lena n-airitear Sraidbhaile
Ceardaiochta Dhun na nGall, Local Hands i
mBéal Atha Seanaidh agus lionra Dhéantoiri
Saindearthoireachta Dhin na nGall.

Trid an chlar dar teideal An Costa
Cruthaitheach, oibrionn an Oifig Fiontair Aitiuil
chun an thiontraiocht chruthaitheach a chotht
i nDn na nGall. T4 braisli forbartha aige sna
réimsi a bhaineann le Scannanaiocht agus
Cursai Digiteacha, le Faisean agus Teicstili, agus
le hEalain agus Léiriichan agus t4 laethanta
oiliina a bhaineann le hearnalacha sainitla
eagraithe aici do lucht na mbraisli. Seoladh
clar nua piolétach dar teideal Generate in 2017
chun an fhorbairt gné agus crutht fostaiochta
a chothd. Bhi rél ceannais ag na tionscail
chruthaitheacha i Seachtain Fiontraiochta an
chontae agus bhuaigh siad tri cinn de na ceithre
phriomhdhuais ag Duaiseanna Fiontraiochta
Chontae Dhun na nGall in 2017. Feidhmionn
Oifig Scanndnaiochta Dhin na nGall mar an
phriomhacmhainn do dhéantéiri scannan
inDun na nGall agus déibh sitd ar fud an
dombhain ar mian leo scannand a dhéanambh i
nDun na nGall. Bhunaigh Combhairle Contae
Dhtin na nGall an Oifig in 2003 chun an réigitn
a chur chun cinn agus chun cabhri le proifil
an chontae a thorbairt, agus oibrionn an Oifig
i gcomhar le Bord Scannan na hEireann chun
cabhru le lucht déanta scannan laithreacha,
foireann aisteoiri agus criu, seirbhisi teicnitla
agus solathraithe seirbhisi aititla a aimsiu.

Le deireanas, thug an Oifig Scannanaiochta
tacaiocht do scannanu Star Wars: The Last Jedi ar
Chionn Mhélanna, an pointe is faide 6 thuaidh
in Eirinn.
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International Tribute Festival, Scoil Gheimhridh
Ghaoth Dobhair, Ballyshannon Folk Festival,
Inishowen International Folksong and Ballad
Seminar, Letterkenny Trad Week and Wainfest.
Donegal also participates in a range of national
celebratory events such as Seachtain na Gaeilge,
Bealtaine, Heritage Week and Culture Night.
In recent years, Donegal has hosted a number
of national, regional and international festival
events such as Fleadh Ceoil na hEireann, An
tOireachtas, Rinci Uladh/The Ulster Irish
Dancing Championships and the Pan Celtic.
The purpose of this essay is to provide a
flavour of Donegal’s culture and creativity and
to state clearly that our intention is to continue
to support practitioners and develop the sector
for the benefit of current and future society in
Donegal.
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Ta éagstlacht shaibhir féilte bliantula i nDan

na nGall a bhfuil an-toir orthu le pobail aititla
agus le cuairteoiri. I measc na bhféilte a bhfuil
proifil naisiunta agus idirnaisitnta acu, ta

Féile Ealaion an Earagail, Scoil Samhraidh
Patrick MacGill, Sea Sessions, Rory Gallagher
International Tribute Festival, Scoil Samhraidh
Ghaoth Dobhair, Ballyshannon Folk Festival,
Inishowen International Folksong and Ballad
Seminar, Letterkenny Trad Week, agus
Wainfest. Glactar pairt i nDun na nGall i réimse
imeachtai naisiunta ceiliirtha, amhail Seachtain
na Gaeilge, Bealtaine, Seachtain Ndisitinta
Oidhreachta agus Oiche Chultuir. Le blianta
beaga anuas, ta Din na nGall tar éis roinnt
féilte naisianta, réigiunacha agus idirnaisiinta a
reachtail, amhail Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann, An
tOireachtas, Rinci Uladh agus an Fhéile Phan-
Cheilteach.

Is é cuspoir na haiste seo blaiseadh a
thabhairt ar chulttr agus ar chruthaitheacht
Dhun na nGall agus a chur in itl go soiléir
go bhfuil rin daingean againn leantint de
thacaiocht a thabhairt do chleachtéiri agus den
earnail a fhorbairt chun leasa shochai an lae
inniu agus an lae amaraigh i nDan na nGall.
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Is éard is Cultur Ceangailte agus Oidhreacht Nadurtha i dTimpeallacht Thuaidh
(CINE) ann n4, tionscadal oidhreachta digiteach chun eispéireas daoine ar
ldithreacha oidhreachta allamuigh a athrd go moér. Grianghraf: Skuli Gunnarsson
Connected Culture and Natural Heritage in a Northern Environment (CINE) is a digital
heritage project transforming people’s experiences of outdoor heritage sites
Photograph: Skuli Gunnarsson
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4 Fis Eire lldanach don Dhuin na nGall
The Creative Ireland Vision for Donegal

1S E ATA i bhfis Eire Ildanach na go dtabharfar
deis do gach uile dhuine a chénaionn in Eirinn
barr a gcumais chruthaithigh a bhaint amach.
Is tri bhithin chiig cholun Chlér Eire Ilddnach
atathar ag dul i dtreo na fise:

Coliin 1
Scod a ligean le Cumas na Cruthaitheachta i
ngach Leanbh

Coltin 2
Bonn a chur faoin gCruthaitheacht i ngach Pobal

Colin 3
Inf heistiocht in Infreastruchtir na
Cruthaitheachta agus an Chultuir

Colun 4

Na Tionscail Chruthaitheacha: Eire mar
Larionad Barr Feabhais maidir le Léiritichan na
Mean Cruthaitheachta

Colin 5
Cla na hEireann ar fud an Dombhain a thabhairt
le chéile

Sainmhini Eire lldanach ar an Chultur

Na luachanna comhroinnte, na pdtriiin iompair, na
ndsanna agus na cinedlacha léirithe ar saintréithe iad de
chuid griipai éagsiila agus de phobail éagsiila sa tsochai
ag aon trdth dirithe.

Sainmhiniu Eire lldanach ar an
Chruthaitheacht

...go dtagann cumas 6 dhiichas agus scileanna
foghlamtha i gceist leis: gur ionann an chruthaitheacht
agus cumas daoine aonair agus eagraiochtai
gndthsmaointeoireacht agus nésanna a shdrii de bhithin
na héirime agus smaointe nua a chruthit a mbionn
fitintas breise leo don duine.

Ta an rannphairtiocht agus an rochtain larnach i
bhfis Eire Ildanach. Chun an this a thiord, t4 sé
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HE VISION OF Creative Ireland is that

every person living in Ireland will have

the opportunity to fully realise his or
her creative potential. The vision is pursued
through the five pillars of the Creative Ireland
Programme:

Pillar 1
Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child

Pillar 2
Enabling Creativity in Every Community

Pillar 3
Investing in our Creative and Cultural
Infrastructure

Pillar 4
The Creative Industries: Ireland as a Centre
of Excellence in Media Production

Pillar 5
Unifying our Global Reputation

Creative Ireland definition of Culture

The shared values, patterns of behaviour, customs and
forms of expression that characterise different social
groups and communities at any given time.

Creative Ireland definition of Creativity

...a set of innate abilities and learned skills: the capacity
of individuals and organisations to transcend accepted
ideas and norms and by drawing on imagination to
create new ideas that bring additional value to human
activity.

Participation and access are central to the
Creative Ireland vision. Connecting artists and
other creators to communities is also essential
to realising the vision.

This stated Creative Ireland vision is
complementary to Donegal’s stated strategic
policies and plans. Donegal County Council has
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rithabhachtach chomh maith ealaiontoiri agus
cruthaitheoiri eile a cheangal le pobail.

Ta an this shonraithe seo ag Eire Ildanach
comhlantach do pholasaithe agus pleananna
straitéiseacha sonraithe Dhin na nGall. T4
polasai culttir agus plean straitéiseach ag
Combhairle Contae Dhan na nGall le fada an 13,
arb é an ceann is nua acu Culttir: Fis Straitéiseach
do Sheirbhisi Cultiiir 2016—2020. I gcomhthéacs
nios leithne Phlean Aititiil Geilleagrach agus Pobail
Dhiin na nGall 2016—2022, t4 sprioc tosaiochta
ann ‘Meas a léirit ar ar n-acmhainn chultuir
agus chruthaitheachta agus i a chotht agus a
fhorbairt’. In 2015, d’thoilsigh an Oifig Fiontair

don fhiontraiocht chruthaitheach, is é sin Diin na
nGall Cruthaitheach. Ina phlean is deireanai, Plean
Forbartha Fiontraiochta Aititla 2017—2020, tugadh
aitheantas do na Tionscail Chruthaitheacha
mar cheann da earnalacha deiseanna gno. San
aireamh i Straitéis Turaséireachta 20172020 ta

féilte agus imeachtai Pobail, infreastruchtar
Culttir agus Turasdireachta Cultirtha mar
phriomhréimsi focais agus forbartha. Ta
codanna a bhaineann leis an chultdr agus leis an
chruthaitheacht san direamh sna pleananna seo
uile, agus i gcinn eile, agus is léirit iad ar fhis
agus ar dhiocas coiteann le cinntit go bhfuil na
codanna seo i gcroilar na forbartha geilleagrai
agus pobail i nDun na nGall.

I bhfianaise lathair Dhtin na nGall ar imeall
na hEireann agus na hEorpa, agus i bhfianaise
na teorann fisicieach an-ghairid at4 aige leis an
chuid eile de Phoblacht na hEireann (timpeall
11km), t4 sé go hiomlan nadartha go mbeadh
caidreamh dluath oibre againn le Tuaisceart
Eireann, a bhfuil teorainn timpeall 18okm
againn leis. TA Comhairle Ceantair Chathair
Dhoire agus an tSratha Bain ag obair ar straitéis
nua Ealaion & Cultuir a fhorbairt agus tugadh
cuireadh do chleachtdiri agus do sholathraithe
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long had a cultural policy and strategic plan,
most recently Cultiir: a Strategic Vision for Cultural
Services 2016 — 2020. In the wider context the
Donegal Local Economic & Community Plan 2016 —
2022, includes a priority goal of ‘To value, sustain
and develop our culture and creative resource’.
In 2015 the Local Enterprise Office published its
Creative Donegal strategic action plan for creative
entrepreneurship. Its more recent Local Enterprise
Development Plan 2017—2020 identifies the Creative
Industries as one of its business opportunity
sectors. The Council’s Tourism Strategy 2017-2020
includes Community festivals and events,
Cultural infrastructure and Cultural Tourism as
key areas for focus and development. All these
plans, and others, contain culture and creative
elements and represent a common vision and
collective drive to ensure these elements are

an integral part of economic and community
development in Donegal.

Given Donegal’s location at the periphery
of Ireland and Europe, and its extremely short
physical border with the rest of the Republic
of Ireland (crrkm), it is completely natural we
should have a close working relationship with
Northern Ireland, with whom we share a border
of ct8okm. Derry City & Strabane District
Council are developing a new Arts & Culture
strategy and Donegal County Council and local
cultural and creative practitioners and providers
have been invited to be integral to developing
this strategy. This relationship, and the
relationship with all others referred to above, as
well as with bodies not specifically mentioned
such as the education sector, will be extended
and developed in the coming years.

In terms of national policy, it is
encouraging that Culture 2025, Ireland’s first
cultural policy, will be delivered through the
Creative Ireland programme. Also welcome
is the recent announcement that Ireland’s



CLAR EIRE ILDANACH | NDUN NA NGALL

aititla cultuir agus cruthaitheachta a bheith
larnach sa straitéis seo a fhorbairt. Déanfar

an caidreambh seo, agus an caidreamh leo sitd
uile da dtagraitear thuas, agus le comhlachtai
eile nach luaitear go sonrach amhail an earnail
oideachais, déanfar ¢ a leathnu agus a fhorbairt
sna blianta ata le teacht.

O thaobh an pholasai naisitinta, is 4bhar
misnigh é go ndéanfar Cultdr 2025, an chéad
pholasai culttrtha ag Eirinn, a sheachadadh tri
chlar Eire Ildanach. T4 failte le cur chomh maith
roimh an thégra le déanai go ndéanfar dubailt ar
an infheistiocht san earnail ealaion agus chultuir
sna seacht mbliana amach romhainn. Aithnitear
chomh maith sa phlean gniomhaiochta
d’fhorbairt tuaithe na hEireann Fiorii
Acmhainneacht na Tuaithe an tdbhacht a bhaineann
leis an chultur agus leis an chruthaitheacht i
gceantair thuaithe agus ta colun dirithe ar an
Chultur agus an Chruthaitheacht a Chothu
i bPobail Tuaithe. Ag leibhéal naisiunta, is
costil go n-aithnionn lucht déanta cinnti an rol
tabhachtach atd ag an chultdr i moéran réimsi.

Is dea-thuar é seo don am ata le teacht.
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investment in the arts and culture sector will
double in the next seven years. Ireland’s action
plan for rural development Realising our Rural
Potential also recognises the importance of
culture and creativity to rural areas with a pillar
dedicated to Fostering Culture and Creativity
in Rural Communities. At a national level

it appears that policy makers recognise the
important role that culture has in a range of
areas. This bodes well for the future.

CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME

Priontail 3D ag Ceardlann
Deartha Chruthaithigh

Grianghraf: Paul McGuckin

3D printing at a Creative
Design Workshop

Photograph: Paul McGuckin
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Luachanna Eire lldanach sa Dhun na nGall
The Creative Ireland Values in Donegal

LEIRITEAR LUACHANNA EIRE Ild4dnach,
is é sin Comhoibrit, Cumarsaid, Pobal,
Rannphdirtiocht, Cuimsit agus Cumhachtt,
sa Straitéis seo agus i bproiseas forbartha na
straitéise.

D’ullmhaigh Meitheal Culttir Eire Ildanach
inDun na nGall an straitéis tar éis roinnt
céimeanna, lena n-airitear athbhreithnit ar
pholasaithe agus pleananna nua agus reatha
da dtagraitear i gCuid 4, comhairliichan le
comhaltai an Choiste um Beartais Straitéiseacha,
comhairliichan poibli, comhairlitichan le lionrai
agus le heagraiochtai, plé na Meithle Cultdir, cur
ilathair don Choiste um Beartais Straitéiseacha
agus ansin glacadh Chombhairle Contae Dhin na
nGall leis an straitéis.

Is éard atd i Ranndg Culttir Chombhairle
Contae Dhun na nGall na an tSeirbhis
Leabharlann, an tSeirbhis Ealaion, an tlonad
Cultartha Réigitnach, an tSeirbhis Mhuseaim,
an tSeirbhis Chartlainne, agus Oifig Oidhreachta
Chontae Dhin na nGall. T4 an thoireann seo ag
obair go dlath lena chéile le breis agus 15 bliana
agus mar thoradh air sin, bhi an comhoibrit
i measc na seirbhisi i gconai daingnithe sa
ghnathbhealach ina n-oibrionn muid, agus bhi sé
an-fhurasta a chinntit go mbeidh sé mar bhonn
d’obair Mheitheal Cultuir Eire Ildanach. Cuireadh
leis an Fhoireann seo ansin chun go n-ireofai
Oifig Scannanaiochta Dhiin na nGall, Rannég na
Caombhnaithe. Is é Comhordaitheoir Eire Ilddnach
Bainisteoir na Rannoéige Culttir agus ta an
Stitirthoir Corparaideach, Tithiochta agus Cultdir i
gceannas ar Mheitheal Culttir Eire Ildanach.

Ta taithi fairsing ag Meitheal Cultair Eire
Ildanach ar obair a dhéanamh go comhoibrioch
le comhphairtithe taobh amuigh den eagraiocht
agus taobh istigh di. Eadrainn uile t4 lionra
mor teagmhalacha ann, agus saineolas agus
tuiscint fhairsing againn ar an earnail. Thainig
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HE CREATIVE IRELAND values

of Collaboration, Communication,

Community, Participation, Inclusivity
and Empowerment, are reflected in this strategy
and in the process of developing this strategy.

The Creative Ireland Donegal Culture Team
prepared the strategy following a number of
stages including review of recent and existing
related policies and plans referred to in Section
4, consultation with Strategic Policy Committee
members, public consultation, consultation
with networks and organisations, Culture
Team discussions, presentation to Strategic
Policy Committee and subsequent adoption by
Donegal County Council.

Donegal County Council’s Culture
Division comprises the Library Service, the
Arts Service, the Regional Cultural Centre, the
Museum Service, the Archives Service and the
County Donegal Heritage Office. This team has
worked closely together for over 15 years and
consequently collaboration amongst services
was already embedded in our regular way of
working, and could very easily form the basis of
the Creative Ireland Culture Team. This Team
was then extended to include the Donegal Film
Office, Rannog an Gaeilge, the Local Enterprise
Office and the Conservation Office. The Creative
Ireland Co-ordinator is the Culture Divisional
Manager and the Director of Corporate, Housing
and Culture leads the Creative Ireland Culture
Team.

The Creative Ireland Culture Team has
extensive experience of collaborative working
with partners outside the organisation as well
as within. Between us we have a huge network
of contacts and extensive knowledge and
understanding of the sector. New contacts
and perspectives however emerged during the
public consultation process and underlined the
value of holding a public consultation evening
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teagmhalacha agus dearcthai nua chun cinn le
linn an phrdisis comhairlitichdin phoibli agus
léirigh sé seo an luach a bhaineann le hoiche
chombairlitchdin phoibli a reachtail i ngach
ceann de na 5 Cheantar Bhardasacha, le suirbhé ar
line, agus, i gcoitinne, lena chinntit go mbeadh
rannphairtiocht den chineal is leithne agus ab
fhéidir ann sa phroiseas. Ba shoiléir 6n tds an
dushlan a bhaineann le hionchais a bhainistit,
agus cuireadh aidhmeanna uaillmhianacha agus
an-inchosanta in idl, agus an fhis acu uile Diin na
nGall a fheabhst mar ait chun cénai ann, obair
ann, agus dul ar cuairt ann.

Ba sheasmhach an rochtain ag leanai ar
dheiseanna i ngach cas, mar a bhi amhlaidh maidir
leis an tabhacht a bhaineann lenar dtraidisitin
cultartha agus oidhreachta, ar dteanga san
aireamh. Rinneadh tracht soiléir ar an chumast sa
straitéis agus ta sé le sonrt ann ¢ thaobh an gha
atd ann le tacaiocht a thabhairt do chleachtoiri
cultdir agus cruthaitheachta, lena n-diritear moil
oibre a bhunt, agus 6 thaobh an gh4 atd ann le
hinbhuanaitheacht ar n-infreastruchtuir reatha
cultuir a chinntid, lena n-airitear an lionra reatha
eagraiochtai gairmitla. Bhi béim chomh maith
ar na hacmhainni, go hairithe scileanna, ata ar
fail nach bhfuil leas iomlan bainte astu f6s, sna
pobail éagstla agus iargtlta in amanna i nDin na
nGall ar pobail iad ina bhfuil fonn mor le ceangal
a bheith acu leis an chlar Eire Ilddnach agus pairta
ghlacadh ann. Ceann de na dushldin do chlér Eire
Ildanach agus don Mheitheal Culttir nd riachtanais
agus mianta aonair agus coiteanna a thabhairt le
chéile leis na hacmhainni ata ar fail.

Thar aon rud eile, ta muid ag iarraidh treo
straitéiseach agus comhordaithe fadtéarmach
a chinntit, agus an rochtain is fearr is féidir ar
ar geultdr agus ar ar geruthaitheacht a chinntid.
Leagadh amach gach ceann de na cuspéiri agus
de na gniomhartha i gCuid 6 agus Cuid 7 agus an
méid sin 4 chur san aireamh.
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in each of the 5 Municipal Districts, creating
an online survey, and generally inviting the
widest possible engagement with the process.
The challenge of managing expectation was
clear from the outset with ambitious and very
justifiable aims being well expressed, all with
the vision of improving Donegal as a place to
live, work and visit.

Access to opportunities for children
was consistent across the board, as was the
importance of our cultural tradition and
heritage including our language. Empowerment
was articulated and is reflected in the strategy
with the need to support cultural and creative
practitioners, including the creation of working
hubs, and the need to ensure the sustainability
of our existing cultural infrastructure
including the current network of professional
organisations. There was also an emphasis on
the resources, particularly skills, available but as
yet not fully tapped into, within the diverse and
sometimes remote communities in Donegal and
a strong wish to connect with and participate in
Creative Ireland. One of the challenges for the
Creative Ireland programme and for the Culture
Team will be to marry individual and collective
needs and wishes with the resources available.

Above all, we want to ensure a long-term
strategic and co-ordinated direction and ensure
the greatest possible access to our culture and
creativity. All of the objectives and actions in
sections 6 and 7 are set out with this in mind.



Na Tosaiochtai Straitéiseacha
do Dhun na nGall
The Strategic Priorities for Donegal

MAR A TUGADH achoimre air nios luaithe sa
doiciméad seo, lorg Meitheal Culttir Dhin na
nGall i leith Eire Ildanach ionchur/aighneachtai
6 mhoran daoine aonair agus eagraiochtai
éagsula agus breithniodh an t-aiseolas a
fuarthas. Cuireadh san direamh chomh maith
tosaiochtai straitéiseacha Chombhairle Contae
Dhun na nGall agus eagraiochtai aititla agus
naisiunta eile de réir mar a bhaineann siad leis
an chultdr, leis an chruthaitheacht agus leis an
uilechuimsitheacht.

Thainig tosaiochtai aititla chun cinn go
soiléir 6n phroiseas comhairlitchain agus is
iontach cé chombh cosil ata siad le polasaithe
agus tosaiochtai eagraiochtai, gniomhaireachtai
agus grupai eile. Ta sé beartaithe go ndéanfar
na gniomhartha a sainaithniodh sa phlean seo
a sheachadadh tri chomhphairtiochtai le daoine
eile. T4 na gniomhartha at4 sainaitheanta do
2018 leagtha amach thios i gcuid 7.

Eanna Ni Lamhna agus
inidchadh & dhéanamh aici ar
ghnathdg foraoise le leanai
bunscoile agus muinteoiri
Grianghraf: Paul McGuckin
Eanna Ni Lamhna explores a
forest habitat with primary
schoolchildren and teachers
Photograph: Paul McGuckin
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S OUTLINED EARLIER in this

document, the Creative Ireland Donegal

Culture Team sought and considered
input/submissions from many and varied
individuals and organisations. Also considered
were the strategic priorities of Donegal
County Council and other local and national
organisations as they relate to culture, creativity,
and inclusivity.

Local priorities emerged clearly from

the consultation process and are remarkably
consistent with the policies and priorities of other
organisations, agencies and groups. It is intended
the actions identified in this plan will be delivered
through partnerships with others. The identified
actions for 2018 follow in section 7.

CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME

Tosaiocht Straitéiseach 1: Solathar faisnéise,
agus rochtain ar fhaisnéis, a fheabhsu

1.1 Initchadh agus mapail a dhéanamh ar an
earnail chulttir agus chruthaitheachta;

1.2 Ardan bainistithe acmhainni/comhroinnte
faisnéise a bhunt don earniil chulttir, agus
tacaiocht a thabhairt ina leith;

1.3 Tairseach chultartha ar line a chrutha
don thaisnéis phoibli, lena n-airitear féilire
inchuardaithe imeachtai cultdrtha;

1.4 Uséid teicneolaiochtai nua a spreagadh

ar mhaithe le léirmhinid an chultdir agus na
cruthaitheachta agus ar mhaithe le rochtain a
chur ar fail orthu;

1.5 Naisc laidre a fthorbairt le comhlachtai
turasoireachta chun rannphairtiocht cuairteoiri
san earnail chultdir a mhéada.
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Strategic Priority 1: Improve provision of,
and access to, information

1.1 To undertake an audit and mapping of the
culture & creative sector;

1.2 To establish and support a managed
resource/information-sharing platform for the
cultural sector;

1.3 To create an online cultural portal for public
information including a searchable calendar of
cultural events;

1.4 To encourage the use of new technologies in
interpreting and accessing culture & creativity;

1.5 To develop strong links with tourism bodies
to increase visitor engagement with the culture
sector.
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Tosaiocht Straitéiseach 2: Rannphairtiocht
san earndil chultdir agus chruthaitheachta,
agus rochtain uirthi, a mhéadu

2.1 Taighde lucht éisteachta/féachana a
chur i gerich chun leibhéil agus patruain
rannphairtiochta culttrtha a aithint;

2.2 Gniomhartha a thionscnamh a théachann le
lucht éisteachta/féachana nua a thorbairt agus
le rannphairtiocht na ndaoine at pairteach ann
cheana féin a neartu;

2.3 Clair agus gniomhaiochtai cultrtha a
spreagadh i gcomhthéacs na slinte agus na
follaine, an dulra agus an chomhshaoil, na
turasodireachta, agus an oideachais;

2.4 Chun Clar Féilte* Chomhairle Contae

Dhun na nGall a dhaingnit agus a fhorbairt,
agus nuair ata acmhainni ar fail, freagairt do
dheiseanna chun féilte agus imeachtai cultartha
nua a fhorbairt;

2.5 Deiseanna a chur chun cinn chun aitheantas
a thabhairt do chulttr saibhir ilchinealach na
bpobal nua, agus chun fiilte a chur roimhe

sin, agus tacaiocht a thabhairt do phobail nua

6 thaobh a gcultdr a chur chun cinn agus a
chaomhnu;

2.6 Scrudu a dhéanamh ar mhodh chun an dea-
chleachtas, agus tionchar an dea-chleachtais
ar shaol cultirtha an chontae, a aithint agus a
admbhail;

2.7 Spreagadh a thabhairt i leith an méid is mo
rannphairtiochta agus is féidir i scéimeanna
reatha maoinithe agus duaiseanna;

2.8 Combhairle agus cuidit a thabhairt do
ghruapai pobail chun cldir chulttrtha &
chruthaitheacha a sheachadadh;
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Strategic priority 2: Increase engagement
with, and access to, the culture & creative
sector

2.1 To carry out audience research to identify
levels and patterns of cultural engagement;

2.2 To initiate actions that seek to develop new
audiences and deepen the engagement of those
who already participate;

2.3 To encourage cultural programmes and
activities in the context of health and wellbeing,
nature and environment, tourism, and
education;

2.4 To secure and develop Donegal County
Council’s Festival Programme* and where
resources permit, respond to opportunities to
develop new festivals and cultural events;

2.5 To promote opportunities to recognise and
embrace the rich and diverse culture of new
communities and support new communities in
promoting and maintaining their culture;

2.6 To explore a means of recognising
and acknowledging best practice and its
contribution to the cultural life of the county;

2.7 To encourage maximum participation in
existing funding and awards schemes;

2.8 To advise and assist community groups in
delivering cultural & creative programmes;

* Letterkenny Trad Week, Seachtain na Gaeilge, Bealtaine,
Distorted Perspectives, Féile Ealaion an Earagail, Donegal Folk
& Roots Weekend, Seachtain Naisiunta Oidhreachta, Féile

B4 Dhun na nGall agus na gCruach Gorm, Oiche Chultdir,
Wainfest.

* Letterkenny Trad Week, Seachtain na Gaeilge, Bealtaine,
Distorted Perspectives, Earagail Arts Festival, Donegal Folk &
Roots Weekend, Heritage Week, Donegal Bay and Blue Stacks
Festival, Culture Night, Wainfest.
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2.9 Spreagadh a thabhairt do shaineolaithe
oidhreachta, don lucht cruthaitheach agus do
gairmithe gno/riarachain chun oibrit le chéile ar
thionscnaimh chulttrtha;

210 Obair a dhéanambh leis an earnail oideachais
agus le hearnalacha eile chun Colin 1 a churi
bhfeidhm, is ¢ sin, Scod a ligean le Cumas na
Cruthaitheachta i ngach Leanbh.

Tosaiocht Straitéiseach 3: Tacu le
cleachtoéiri cultuir

3a Féram a bhun le haghaidh thorbairt
straitéiseach an chultdir sa chontae trid an
Chombhlacht Forbartha Pobail Aitiuil;

3.2 Tact le cleachtais agus polasaithe néisitunta
agus réigiinacha a spreagann forbairt na
hearnala;

3.3 Margaiocht na hearnala culttir agus
cruthaitheachta a fheabhsu;

3.4 Nascacht taobh istigh den earnail a
theabhsu, lena n-airitear tri lionrai agus
rannphairtiocht cleachtoiri;

3.5 Breithnit a dhéanamh i dtaobh bunt
beochantéiri agus léiritheoiri culttir, tacu le
daoine aonair agus grapai chun tionscadail
chultartha a thionscnamh agus cabhru le
hullmh iarratas ar mhaoiniu;

3.6 Tact le scéim chun tacaiocht airgeadais a
thabhairt doibh sitd ata pairteach i scéimeanna
no tionscadail chultdrtha phobail;

3.7 Tacti le maoinit méadaithe ag leibhéal
naisitnta;
3.8 Féachaint le scéimeanna maoinithe

aitiala a chrutht sa chas ina bhfuil riachtanas
sainaitheanta ann;
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2.9 To encourage heritage experts, cultural
creatives and business/administrative
professionals to work together on culture
initiatives;

2.x0 Work with the education sector and others
to implement Pillar 1 Enabling the creative
potential of every child.

Strategic priority 3: Support cultural
practitioners

3.1 To establish a forum for the strategic
development of culture in the county via the
Local Community Development Company;

3.2 To advocate for national and regional
practices and policies that encourage the
development of the sector;

3.3 To improve the marketing of the culture &
creative sector;

3.4 To improve connectivity within the sector
including through networks and engagement of
practitioners;

3.5 To consider the establishment of culture
animators and producers, to support individuals
and groups to initiate culture projects and to
help prepare funding applications;

3.6 To advocate for a scheme to financially
support those involved in community cultural
schemes or projects;

3.7 To advocate for increased funding at national
level;

3.8 To seek to create local funding schemes
where there is an identified need;
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3.9 Clair oiliina agus meantdireachta a
dhearadh agus a chur i bhfeidhm chun tact le
tionscnaimh ata dirithe ar an chultr;

3.0 Deiseanna foghlama a thorbairt agus a chur
chun cinn, amhail ctrsai foirmitla, clair ghearra
oilitina agus ceardlanna;

3.1 Scileanna traidisiunta tégala agus
ceardaiochta a choinneail tri thionscadail
bheo, tri phrintiseachtai agus tri dheiseanna
fostaiochta;

3.2 Tact le deiseanna méadaithe fostaiochta
san earnail chultdir chun tact le solathar
gniomhaiochtai culttrtha;

Tosaiocht Straitéiseach 4: Ar n-6mos aite
agus féinitlachta a chur chun cinn

4.1 Feasacht ar chultar Dhun na nGall, agus
mortas ina leith, a mhéadu;

4.2 Acmhainn chulturtha agus chruthaitheach
Dhun na nGall a initchadh, taighde a dhéanamh
uirthi, agus taifeadadh agus cuntas a choinneail
uirthi;

4.3 Léiriu a thabhairt, sa pholasai agus sa
chleachtas a bhaineann le ctrsai cultartha, ar
shuiomh Dhun na nGall mar chontae Teorann, i
Réigitin Thiar Thuaidh oile4n na hEireann, agus
ar imeall na hEorpa;

4.4 Teagmhail a dhéanambh le diasp6ra Dhin na
nGall i leith an chulttir & na cruthaitheachta;

4.5 Na traidisitin a bhfuil ceangal laidir acu
le Dun na nGall a chaomhn agus feasacht a
mbhéadt ina dtaobh;

4.6 Tact leis an dea-chleachtas i dtaca le
caomhn ar geulttir abharaigh;
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3.9 To design and implement training and
mentoring programmes to support culture-led
initiatives;

3.10 To develop and promote learning
opportunities such as formal courses, short
training programmes and workshops;

3.1 To retain traditional building and craft
skills through live projects, apprenticeships and
employment opportunities;

3.12 To advocate for increased employment
opportunities in the culture sector to support
the provision of cultural activities;

Strategic Priority 4: Promote our sense
of place and identity

4.1 To raise awareness of and generate pride in
Donegal’s culture;

4.2 To explore, research, record and document
Donegal’s cultural and creative resource;

4.3 To reflect in cultural policy and practice,
Donegal’s position as a Border county, in the
North West Region of the island of Ireland, and
on the periphery of Europe;

4.4 To communicate with the Donegal diaspora
on culture & creativity;

4.5 To conserve and raise awareness of the
traditions that are strongly associated with
Donegal;

4.6 To support best practice in the preservation
of our material culture;

CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME

4.7 Creat a thorbairt chun tact le bailit agus

le caomhn taifeadtai ceoil thraidisiunta agus
béaloidis;

4.8 Initichadh a dhéanambh ar an fhéidearthacht
a bhaineann le scéim ‘Oidhreacht sa Phobal’

a bhunu chun an oidhreacht agus traidisiin
aitiala a chaomhn;

4.9 An tabhacht a bhaineann lenar n-oidhreacht
fthoirgnithe a chosaint agus a chaomhnt a chur
chun cinn;

4.0 Clar Laethanta Oscailte a bhunta chun
oidhreacht thoirgnithe agus culttr foirgnithe an
chontae a chur chun cinn;

411 Na priomhimeachtai inar stair a chomoéradh
agus tacu le grupai pobail comoéradh den sort sin

412 Meas a léirit ar Gsaid na Gaeilge agus tGsaid

na Gaeilge a chaomhnd, a chur chun cinn agus
a mhéadu.
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4.7 To develop a framework to support the
gathering and preserving of recordings of
traditional music and oral traditions;

4.8 To investigate the possibility of establishing
a ‘Heritage in the Community’ Scheme to
preserve local heritage and traditions;

4.9 To promote the importance of protecting
and conserving our built heritage;

4.10 To establish an Open House programme to
promote the county’s built heritage and culture;

411 To commemorate key events in our history
and support community groups to do so locally;

412 To value, preserve, promote and increase
the use of the Irish language.
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Tosaiocht Straitéiseach 5: Infreastruchtuar
cultdrtha a fheabhsu agus eagraiochtai
straitéiseacha a chomhdhlithu

5.1 Feasacht ar scéimeanna maoinithe a
d’théadfadh an t-infreastruchtur reatha a
theabhst, agus an leas a bhaintear astu, a
uasmhéadu;

5.2 Tact le hionaid chultirtha maoinithe faoin
Scéim reatha Ealaion & Caipitil Chultdrtha
(ACCESS);

5.3 Tacu le gniomhaireachtai aititla agus Stait
chun oibrit le chéile ar mhunla inbhuanaithe
d’ionaid chulturtha atd ann cheana féin;

5.4 Tact le moil chruthaitheachta, ‘moil
satailite’ féideartha n6 cnuasaigh a bhunu
a bheadh ag oibrit mar chomharchumann
chun acmhainni, scileanna agus costais a
chomhroinnt;

5.5 Scrudt a dhéanamh ar athusaid foirgneamh
stairitil/folamh ar mhaithe le gniomhaiochtai
cultartha agus spreagadh a thabhairt ina leith sin;

5.6 Scéim dreasachta a bhunt chun foirgnimh
dhuichasacha a chaomhng;

5.7 Creat a dhréachtd chun treoir a chur ar fail i
leith comharthai agus conairi dititla a thorbairt;

5.8 Scrudu a dhéanamh maidir le comhaontt
maoinithe piolétach a bhunt i nDin na nGall
naisianta, i gcomhar lena chéile, tacaiocht a
thabhairt do lion airithe eagraiochtai aitiala
cultuir faoi bhainistit proifisitnta.
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Strategic Priority 5: Enhance cultural
infrastructure and consolidate strategic
organisations

5.1 To ensure maximum awareness and uptake
of funding schemes that could enhance existing
infrastructure;

5.2 To support cultural venues funded under
the current Arts & Culture Capital Scheme
(ACCESS);

5.3 To advocate for local and state agencies
to work together on a sustainable model for
existing cultural venues;

5.4 To support the establishment of creative
hubs, possible ‘satellite hubs’ or clusters
working as a co-operative to share resources,
skills and costs;

5.5 To investigate and encourage the re-use of
historic/vacant buildings for cultural activities;

5.6 To establish an incentive scheme for the
conservation of vernacular buildings;

5.7 To draft a framework to provide guidance on
developing local signage and trails;

5.8 To explore the establishment of a pilot
funding agreement in Donegal whereby local
and national government would jointly support
a core of professionally managed, local, culture
organisations.

CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME

Ag déanamh tuiododireacht
répa ar theachin ar an tSrath
Bhui, Gleann Cholm Cille
Grianghraf: Greg Stevenson
Rope thatching a cottage in
Straboy, Glencolmcille
Photograph: Greg Stevenson

33

DONEGAL



I0.

Na Tosaiochtai Straitéiseacha
7 do Dhuin na nGall
Implementation in 2018

. Initichadh cultartha a reachtail, agus mapail

san aireambh;

. Tas a chur le clar taighde agus forbartha

lucht éisteachta/féachana;

. Comhordu a dhéanamh ar chlar imeachtai do

Bhliain Eorpach na hOidhreachta Cultdrtha;

. Clar imeachtai cui a sheachadadh do Bhliain

na Gaeilge;

. Pleananna do chomoéradh Colmcille 2021

a mheas;

. Comhdhail don diaspdra a eagru;

An clar scribhneoireachta cruthaithi
Fighting Words a phioloty;

Duaiseanna agus scéimeanna maoinithe
a shainaithint agus an rannphairtiocht is
mo agus is féidir a spreagadh;

Scradu a dhéanamh maidir le scéim
maoinithe piolétach d’eagraiochtai
straitéiseacha;

Cur chuige inbhuanaithe i leith chlar
fhéilte Chomhairle Contae Dhin na nGall
a shainaithint.

34

. Conduct cultural audit including mapping;

. Commence audience research & development

programme;

. Co-ordinate local European Year of Cultural

Heritage events programme;

. Deliver an appropriate Blian na Gaeilge

events programme;

. Scope out plans for Colmcille 2021

commemorations;

. Organise diaspora conference;

. Pilot Fighting Words creative writing

programme;

. Identify awards and funding schemes

and encourage maximum participation;

. Investigate pilot funding scheme for strategic

organisations;

10.Identify a sustainable approach to Donegal

County Council’s festival programme.

CREATIVE IRELAND PROGRAMME
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